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EXISTING RIVERFRONT ENERGY DEVELOPMENT PRESSURES EXPANDED SPHERES OF INFLUENCE

ANACOSTIA PROMENADE

DESIGN CONCEPT
PROJECT NARRATIVE

Welcome to ANACOSTIA LANDING, a 25-acre park centered on the Anacostia 
River, gateway to historic Anacostia, and extraordinary perch from which to 
view the District of Columbia’s emergence as a waterfront city. 

The WRT+NEXT design fulfi l ls this vision by giving coordinated and exciting 
form to the goals set for th in the competition brief:

1. RECONNECT DIVERSE NEIGHBORHOODS
2. REENGAGE PEOPLE WITH THE RIVER
3. IMPROVE PUBLIC HEALTH THROUGH RECREATION AND PLAY
4. EXPAND ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY

We aim to spotlight the Anacostia River as a bountiful, beautiful, and exciting 
watercourse, a place where the juncture of human and natural ecologies “land” 
as a productive, fun, and life-affirming exchange. 

Anacostia Landing is the operative term that encapsulates the project goals. We 
take it to mean A GREAT RIVER PARK WITH A STANDOUT BRIDGE, a place 
so distinctive that people will simply say “LET’S GO TO THE ANACOSTIA!” 
anticipating hours of play, relaxation, eating, boating, learning about history, 
ecology and health; and otherwise enjoying ar t, theater, music, and performances 
on both sides of the river, gathering above it, or floating on its waters.
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CONTEXT

Each of these zones supports different recreational, cultural, environmental, 
and economic programs, and each promotes A UNIQUE WAY TO ENGAGE 
THE RIVER. The 11th Street Bridge’s multipurpose trail already provides a 
very adequate pedestrian and high speed bike route between Capitol Hill and 
Anacostia. ANACOSTIA LANDING supplements this existing connection with 
a different and engaging experience emphasizing congregation, education, 
and play. 

The RIVER BALCONY stands as a singular element, seemingly floating 
in space and attached to the 11th Street Bridge by three narrow points 
of connection. Perched 30 feet above the river, the balcony contains a 
children’s play garden, a skim pool, a stepped amphitheater, and a two-story 
community and education center. The BILLOWY CANOPY above will be an 
eye-catcher, yet, like a noble and grand old tree, it fulfi l ls multiple and vital 
needs: providing shade, funneling prevailing breezes, supporting greenery 
and solar panels, framing public ar t, and creating the setting for gatherings, 
frolic, and play. As the centerpiece of the design, the River Balcony will stand 
as a symbol of CREATIVE SUSTAINABILITY, contributing to ANACOSTIA 
LANDING becoming a 21st Century model of ecological place-making.

To capture this potential the design proposes 
four distinct recreational zones: 

•	The North Bank - from M Street down to the 
river, including parkland upstream from the 
11th Street Bridge. 

•	The River Balcony - a 1.4-acre platform 
spanning the river, topped by an iconic canopy. 

•	The South Bank - the Anacostia parkland 
between the river and the Good Hope Road 
underpass. 

•	The Water Garden - a 60-foot wide swath 
of the river adjoining the South Bank. 
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AN URBAN CANOPY FOR THE ANACOSTIA.
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01   SPIRAL RAMP

02   AMPHITHEATER

03   BARGES

04   WATER GARDEN

05   HILL PATH

06   PLAY PODS

07   ANACOSTIA STEPS

08   PLAY FOUNTAIN

09   PLAY STREAM

10   WILD RICE WETLANDS

11   HERB WALL

12   HOP VINES

13   HYDROPONIC GARDEN

14   PERMACULTURE FOREST

15   GRAPEVINE TRELLIS

16   URBAN FARM

17   KITCHEN GREENHOUSE

18   COMMUNITY MARKET

19   DINING PIERS

20   WATERSIDE RESTAURANT

21   COMMUNITY CENTER

22   CAFE / BAR / GALLERY

23   PROMENADE

24   CLEANSING WETLANDS

25   FLOATING CLASSROOM

26   RIVER LOUNGE

27   FISHING PIER

28   WATER TAXI STOP

29   TRAMPOLINE PARK

30   CLIMBING NETS

31   MISTING FOUNTAIN

32   STREETCAR PLAZA

33   CLIMBING WALL

34   URBAN BEACH

35   DOG PARK
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MULTI-MODAL TRAIL1
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KAYAK ROUTE3

FLOATING CLASSROOM4
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CARGO NET VIEWING AREA9

FLOATING WETLAND HABITAT10

STORMWATER CISTERN13

GREENHOUSE14

DRIFTWOOD HABITAT15

15

POND CYPRESS GROVE11

WETLAND WALK12

10

11

1314

12

11

11

1

2

2

3

4

5

6

7

9

8

8

8

2

+

20 FEET

NAVY YARD PROMENADE
THE BARGES

GROW + PLAY + GATHER
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RIVER BALCONY ACCESS PARK COMMUNITY CENTER
A public space above the Anacostia, providing new 
perspectives on the River.

Direct links to the existing bridge, as well as a 
suspension spiral ramp at the Navy Yard and a 
catwalk from the Anacostia Hill.

A diversity of spaces and atmospheres, open 
and enclosed, vegetated and paved, showcasing 
food, play, and water.

Three levels of gathering, performance, art, 
education, and cultural space - a beacon of 
glass over the River.

TRAMPOLINE PARK

CLIMBING NETS

VINE COLUMNS

MESH PANELS

VEGETATED CHANDELIERS

GLASS PANEL GREENHOUSE

LOOKOUT TERRACE

SOLAR PANELS

WATER FEATURE

ART SPACE

THE CANOPY
The steel pipe grid shell design provides 
climate control and supports different 
activities and programs on the bridge.

THE SPIRAL AND THE FUNNEL

The access to the deck through the spiral is made more interesting 
by bringing down the canopy. The spiral winds its way up around 
a funnel. This structure is a great location to invite artists to program 
and install temporary artwork. 

11TH STREET BRIDGE ACCESS

The main elevation of the bridge deck is 40 feet. On the South Bank, 
it steps down to 36 feet. The bottom of the amphitheatre is located 
at 30 feet, and the proposed deck elevations leave sufficient space 
underneath the bridge for navigation. There are three primary access 
points from the 11th Street Bridge, located at each end and in the 
center. The access point at the center of the bridge corresponds to 
the existing bridge’s high point and future planned street car/light 
rail stop.

RIVER BALCONY AS A DESTINATION  

The new River Balcony is a destination that can be accessed from 
the Capitol Hill and Anacostia neighborhoods, along with the 
newly built 11th Street Bridge. The Balcony provides an important 
crossing within the Anacostia Landing Park that will be crucial for 
the development of the waterfront on either side. Carefully placed 
and with minimal connections, the River Balcony will stand as an 
autonomous plaza, overlook, and deck above the Anacostia River, 
creating strong distant image. The Balcony will function as a unique 
public space that will incorporate multiple programs and elements, 
to foster a dynamic environment that will attract users of all ages and 
encourage repeated visits. 

ACCESS FROM THE ANACOSTIA NEIGHBORHOOD

Access from the South Bank & Anacostia neighborhood is provided 
by a serpentine path, that negotiates the existing hillside. The path 
provides access to the Permaculture Forest and the numerous play 
pods located adjacent to the path’s route. Stairs provide access 
from the barges to the amphitheatre on the deck and the lower 
entrance of the Community Center. These stairs provide an important 
connection from the Balcony to the barges below on the Anacostia. 

ACCESS FROM CAPITOL HILL AND YARDS PARK

A spiral ramp will bring people up to the River Balcony. The spiral 
starts at the existing lookout point on the North Bank. The ramp is 
12 feet wide and approximately 800 feet long. The slope of the 
spiral is 1:20 or less, meeting the requirements of the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA). The entry route spirals around a funnel of 
the canopy that descends to just above the water surface.  

AMPHITHEATER

The overlook amphitheater provides a unique location for organized  
performances or informal gatherings. It steps down 15 feet towards 
the river providing panoramic views of the River and it’s surroundings. 
The amphitheatre has a seating area of 5,300 sq/ft, which would 
provide seating for approximately 500 people. Lighting attached to 
the canopy structure will provide A/V support for shows. 

ART AND PERFORMANCES 

The River Balcony will facilitate a diverse program of art and 
performance, from organized to spontaneous and informal. The 
Amphitheatre, the Community Center and the Spiral are spaces 
dedicated to art installations and performances. The design of  the 
Balcony also allows for additional areas for art installation.   
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THE WORKING WATERSCAPE

ENGAGE THE WATER
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Education Center, Meeting Spaces
Access to the Barges
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Restrooms
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COMMUNITY CENTER

FOUNTAIN SQUARE

SPIRAL ACCESS RAMP + GALLERY

OUTDOOR THEATER

THE CANOPY: SHADE, ENERGY + LOTS OF FUN

The canopy covers most of the deck and will be constructed as a 
steel pipe grid shell. The canopy will provide areas of shade and 
spaces open to the sky. The steel pipe grid will be clad in various 
combinations of a light-weight mesh, glass with integrated solar 
cells, and with plants to provide shade. The funnels will be kept 
open for access and visibility of the program within. 

THE COMMUNITY CENTER

The Community Center answers the needs of the nearby Anacostia 
neighborhood in numerous ways. The building contains an indoor 
theatre space that seats 250 people. The theatre can be used for 
environmental education during the day and convert to community 
meeting room/performance space in the evenings. The space could 
also be rented for parties and receptions on the weekends. The 
building also houses a café/restaurant, providing a commercial 
establishment with seating, an art gallery, and performances.

THE RESTAURANT/CAFÉ

The cafe will have the atmosphere of a orangery/greenhouse, with 
a façade of glass enclosing the space. A hydroponic green wall 
extends from the lower level to the height of the canopy, reinforcing 
the planted atmosphere. The green wall will grow edible plants 
that can be used in the kitchen of the restaurant. The Cafe will be 
a great place to hang out year-round. In spring and summer, the 
glass façade will open to the amphitheater and the outdoors, and 
in winter, the sheltering space will warm up easily with just a bit 
of sun, proving a respite from the elements for pedestrians moving 
across the bridge.
 

PERFORMANCE VENUE 

Divided into three levels, the Community Center is a multipurpose 
venue, housing a restaurant/café, theater, meeting rooms, storage, 
and a rooftop terrace on the level of the canopy. The main level is 
at the level of the Balcony, and the theater room slopes to the lower 
level. There are several meeting rooms, and facility rooms for the 
building itself. The building extends all the way through the canopy 
where there is a large terrace with views down and upstream of 
the Anacostia River and a lookout towards the Frederick Douglass 
House. A great place to eat, drink, watch performances, meet, 
laugh, and learn all year round. 

THE THEATER

By using a flexible floor there are different configurations of the 
theater in relation to the restaurant. The whole floor is divided into 
platforms that can be raised up to 9 ft.  Making it possible to bring 
the whole floor down so it is a single surface floor on the lower level 
of the building to provide space for parties, exhibitions, or fairs. It 
can also be raised to the level of the restaurant/café, which can 
be used for bigger or more public events. In this way it provides all 
kinds of flexible ways for future use. The big glass facade cutting 
through the Balcony deck will allow passers-by in the South Bank 
Park to see what is happening in the theater.  

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CENTER 

The theater space and the meeting rooms on the lower level work 
in conjunction with the barges on the Anacostia River, creating an 
immersive Environmental Education Center where school children 
from across the region can learn about river systems, the flora 
and fauna of the Anacostia River, and the ecology of the larger 
Chesapeake Bay watershed. It will excite and inspire the next 
generation of river stewards. 

On the weekends, this multi-use space can become the backdrop 
for green infrastructure demonstrations, interactive workshops, job 
training and community presentations. The Environmental Education 
Center will also be a promising venue for a special event space, 
that could be rented out for fund-raisers, weddings, or conferences, 
providing on-going revenue to support the 11th Street Bridge Park.
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ADVENTURE PARK

FOUNTAIN SQUARE

PROGRAM + CONNECTIONS

DYNAMIC SOCIAL SPACES

WATER ECONOMIC DRIVERS PLAY URBAN AGRICULTURE ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION PERFORMANCE + ART
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